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and they send their wives In order to recede advice In case of
sicknesSj though often without this special reason. Then one
woman recommends the dispensaries to another, and in addition
the lady superintendents, acting under the police and the
' Housekeeping Associations,* send people to the dispensary,
while foster parents come In large numbers. The giving of
milk for children at a low price and the grant of money or milk
to mothers who suckle their Infants have proved a strong tie
between the Institution and the public, and cause the majority
of the applicants to follow the advice given willingly." The
plan Is adopted of following the advice given at the dispensary
by a visit from a sister for the purpose of Inspecting the home
conditions and of Inquiring whether the mode of treatment
prescribed has been followed. In this way defects in nursing
and feeding are pointed out. But this visitation of the homes
of the clients does not relieve the latter of the obligation to
attend at the dispensary once a week so long as the doctor
requires It. In the principal dispensary Dr. Neumann, the
practitioner In charge, gives monthly demonstrations In nursing
to women of the working class.
The Berlin dispensaries are not Intended for the actual
treatment of sick children, but this wider sphere belongs to the
children's clinic which has been at work for ten years at
Hamburg, and which lias of late extended its mission to the
systematic instruction of mothers In the right feeding and nursing
of their Infants. Four doctors, assisted by four sisters, are
engaged in the work5 and some 3,000 children are treated
yearly. The municipality of Berlin supports lying-in hospitals
for women In needy circumstances, homes for similar women
who are nursing young children, and forest convalescent tomes
for mothers and Infants, and It also subsidises creches con-
ducted "by philanthropic societies. At Schoneberg, near Berlin*
a maternity home has been opened for the reception of single
women during the first three months after confinement. The
help given In all these ways from the public funds does not rank
as poor-relief, so that no electoral disqualification is caused to
the heads of families concerned.
At the Gharlottenburg's children's dispensaries the greatest
importance Is attached to natural feeding. The town offers to
women about to be confined* whether married or not, for a period